
  

   

January 2023  p. 1 

Plagiarism 

Guide for Students 

1. What plagiarism is 

Plagiarism is defined as “the total or partial appropriation of someone else's work, literary, 

artistic and similar, which one wants to pass off as one's own” (Dizionario lo Zingarelli, 

Zanichelli 1999). It is a dishonest practice that violates the fundamental ethical norms of 

university life. In case a student is found guilty of plagiarism, the Faculty authorizes 

teachers to apply sanctions. 

Plagiarism can take several forms: 

- directly copy, word by word, another person's work, without the use of quotation marks 

and without reference to the source (the source can be published in a book or magazine, 

or be unpublished; it can be an online document copied with the "copy and paste" function; 

it can be another student's report, copied with or without the his/her permission); 

- edit another person's work without any indication of the source; 

- present another person’s innovative idea without indicating the source; 

- rely on a collaborator’s work or ideas, presenting them like fully autonomous work when 

in fact they are part of the collaborator’s work  

- during exams, copying from another source is considered plagiarism. 

1. How to avoid plagiarism 

A useful way to avoid any suspicion of plagiarism is to ask yourself: "will it be completely 

clear to the reader, and in particular to the teacher who will evaluate this work, which parts 

are mine and which are to be attributed to another person?" To avoid raising any doubts, 

students are advised to observe the following rules: 
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- when presenting other people’s ideas, always include references to the original works, 

either directly in the text or in a footnote, using a consistent quotation system and including 

a bibliography at the end of the report; 

- when presenting other people’s ideas – taking the exact words from a text - always use 

quotation marks and include the bibliographic reference, as above; 

- if you copy a part of a text while taking notes or while doing a search on the internet, 

always put a reminder  for yourself (next to the copied text) that those words are a quotes 

and always make a note of their source. This way, you can avoid the danger of forgetting 

that they are not your own words 

 

3. How plagiarism is discovered 

Professors are scholars who have specialized for years in the areas/topics which they 

teach and research. It is therefore easy for a teacher to recognize any form of plagiarism. 

In addition, teachers make use of search engines and programs designed specifically for 

the discovery of plagiarism. 

 

4. What are the consequences of plagiarism 

In case a student is found guilty of plagiarism when writing the degree thesis, he/she will 

have to re-write the thesis (or its plagiarized part) following the rules as from section 2 

reported above. This implies that if plagiarism is discovered just before the graduation 

session, the student will not be admitted to it. 

Please note that plagiarism can have other legal consequences, persuant to some existing 

regulations, which we will report some extracts of: 
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a) According to Art. 1 of  Law n. 475 dated 19 April 1925, n. 475,criminal sanctions can be 

applied to anyone who «in exams or competitions - organized by authorities or public 

administrations in order to issue degrees or any other school/academic title, teaching 

certifications or professional qualifications, diplomas or licenses - presents, as their 

own, dissertations, studies, publications, technical projects and, in general, works that 

are other people’s work". For this crime, the penalty is imprisonment from three months 

to one year. 

 

b) According to the Criminal Cassation, section III, 13 April 2011, n. 18826, in «Criminal 

Cassation», 2012, f. 7-8, 2680, «integrates the offense punished by art. 1 l. no. 475/25 the 

conduct of those who present a degree thesis, allegedly of a compiling nature but, in 

reality, containing the mere graphic transposition of another work by a different author with 

some corrections and the addition of minimal elements of novelty, without any fruitful 

content of personal elaboration or, in any case, of critical evaluation of the source used». 

 
 


